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The California Department of 
Developmental Services and its 
Consumer Advisory Committee 
(CAC) created the Feeling Safe, 
Being Safe webcast training and 
materials in response to concern for 
more adequate preparedness by 
persons with disabilities in the event 
of a natural disaster or emergency. 
The CAC recognized the necessity to 
develop a mechanism for effective 
planning and preparation all people 
could use, regardless of disability. As 

a result, Feeling Safe, Being Safe raises awareness and ensures self-
determination of individuals using a peer guide model of personal 
preparation to share with family, friends, neighbors and community 
support agencies.



OPENING NARRATIVE

Feeling Safe, Being Safe is sequenced webcast 
instruction designed with an easy-to-follow coaching 
format, accessible language and numerous digital 
media tools. The training incorporates an action 
oriented learning strategy called Think–Plan–Do 

that enhances independence, self-directed planning and connections 
within one’s community. It serves two objectives: increase personal 
emergency preparedness; and create opportunities for persons with low 
literacy skills and/or disabilities to be seen as community members 
willing to help. By concentrating on these clear purposes, Feeling Safe, 
Being Safe assures users understand the significance of thoughtful 
preparation and safe courses of action for themselves and others.

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES

The Department of Developmental Services is committed to providing 
leadership that results in quality services to the people of California 
and assures the opportunity for individuals with developmental 
disabilities to exercise their right to make choices. 

Terri Delgadillo 
Director

Carol Risley 
Chief, Office of Human Rights  
and Advocacy Services

Kathleen Ozeroff 
Deputy Chief, Office of Human Rights  
and Advocacy Services

Antoinette Johnson 
Coordinator of Emergency Preparedness

Nicole Patterson 
Consumer Services Coordinator

DDS Consumer Advisory Committee



FEELING SAFE, BEING SAFE DDS CERTIFIED TRAINERS
Thank you to members of the Department of Developmental Services’ 
Consumer Advisory Committee were trained as certified instructors 
using Feeling Safe, Being Safe methods and materials. Consistent 
with their leadership principle, leader as example, they have coached 
hundreds of individuals to use Feeling Safe, Being Safe successfully.

Sam Durbin 
Chair, Consumer 
Advisory Committee

Robert Taylor 
Vice Chair, Consumer 
Advisory Committee

Eugenia Jones 
Member, Consumer 
Advisory Committee

COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Thank you to the various professionals who 
recognized the utility of Feeling Safe, Being Safe 
and contributed to expanding its reach to more 
constituencies.

Karen Leventhal 
 Director, Tarjan Center at 
UCLA Service Inclusion Project

Tom Sardo 
Community Facilitator, Board Resource Center

Rhianon Gutierrez 
Documentary Director 

Leslie Ann Levine 
Neighborhood Watch

Claudia Estrada 
Service Provider

Ashley Snodgrass 
Interpreter

Marcia and John Orland 
Community members
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FAMILIES
Thank you to families who played a 
significant role in demonstrating the 
effectiveness of Feeling Safe, Being 
Safe in their homes and communities.

Alvarado Family Alhambra, California
Quesada Family Colton, CA
Prince Family Diamond Bar, CA  
Jensen Family Los Angeles, California
Gonzales Family Pomona, CA
Porter Family Pomona, CA
Gomez-de la Rosa Family San Gabriel, CA

Thank you to our friends in Kalihi and Mililani Hawaii for their 
contribution and insight.

Queyquep Family Rosas Family
Baldonro Family Sorbin Family
Evrard Family Valente Family
Kaowili Saniatan Family Winninghoff Family
Kuahulu Family



Board Resource Center and Advisory Group
The Board Resource Center is committed to its principle of Making 
Complex Ideas Simple4. We assist organizations, groups and 
individuals to transform their approach to leadership by integrating 
effective policies and services based on the ideal of inclusion. 

Board Resource Center Post Office Box 60-1477
www.brcenter.org Sacramento, CA
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